
 
On Friday, December 13th, the Brockville Community Choir proved that they 

are able to overcome adversity when they presented their eager audience with a 

triumphant and memorable performance. Despite many challenges due to the 

unfortunate ill health of director Heather Eyerly, the choir performed beautifully 

and enthusiastically under her competent hand.   

The evening opened with a stirring rendition of Vivaldi’s popular and 

seasonably appropriate choral work Gloria. This familiar yet unfailingly lovely piece 

allowed the choir the opportunity to show off their technical abilities, as the 

sopranos, altos, tenors, and basses mingled their voices to create the recognizable 

melodies. The choir was joined and complemented by soprano Deborah Massell and 

mezzo soprano Lorraine Yaros Sullivan, as well as a small orchestra comprised of 

concertmaster Janet Roy, oboist Victor Houle, and gifted members of the Strings of 

St. John’s. A delicate balance was achieved highlighting the choir, soloists, and 

instrumentalists, as all combined their talents to create emotions ranging from 

festive celebration to pious tranquility.     

The choir followed their sacred Christmas work with a selection of rousing 

and well-known holiday carols, which they clearly enjoyed performing. The 

audience was encouraged to join in and sing along, doing so with gusto and 

enthusiasm. The move from spectating to participating was a fun direction in which 

to take the concert, resulting in a truly enjoyable and refreshing Christmas concert 

experience. A highlight of the evening, the stunning a capella rendition of “In the 

Bleak Midwinter,” will not soon be forgotten.  



This semester has presented the choir with more than a few challenges, due 

to the aforementioned health of Eyerly. During the concert, Eyerly’s conducting 

appeared confident and commanding while simultaneously gentle, and an audience 

could not help but feel inspired by her strength and humorous positive attitude. 

Fortunately, over the semester, many individuals were very willing to step up and 

help in any way possible, and special mention was made of assistant conductor 

Howard Alexander and accompanist Malcolm Gillis, who often led practices. With 

this performance, the Brockville Community Choir proved that they are able to 

overcome obstacles and create stirring music even in the face of hardship. Although 

they will be taking a break for the next semester, many will eagerly anticipate their 

return in the fall of 2014.  

 

Reviewer: Talia Crockett 

 

 


